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ABOUT MICI
The mission of the NASA Minority Innovation Challenges Institute (MICI) is to create a virtual year-round conference where minority undergraduate students learn how to compete in NASA technical challenges for both prestige and significant cash prizes. Each month, MICI profiles a different technical competition and provides four to five live video presentations from contest organizers and subject matter experts related to the contest.  Students have the opportunity to ask questions and get real time answers.  In addition, MICI has a virtual expo booth set up for each contest which provides students with access to contest documents, powerpoint presentations, videos, and other contest related content.  Visit http://nasamici.com for more info.

MICI GRANT PROGRAM
In an effort to spur more participation from Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs) in NASA University Challenges, MICI has created a new grant program to complement its existing mentoring efforts.  This competitive grant program will offer MSIs the opportunity to receive up to $5,000 to compete in the 2012 NASA University Student Launch Initiative or $5,000 to compete in the 2012 NASA Lunabotics Mining Competition.

The University Student Launch Initiative takes place in Huntsville, Alabama.  The competition challenges university-level students to design, build and launch a reusable rocket with a scientific or engineering payload to one mile above ground level. The project engages students in scientific research and real-world engineering processes with NASA engineers.  See http://education.msfc.nasa.gov/usli for more information about the contest.
The NASA Lunabotics Mining Competition takes place in Titusville, Florida.  The competition challenges university-level students to design and build a remote controlled or autonomous excavator, called a lunabot, which can collect and deposit a minimum of 10 kilograms of lunar simulant within 15 minutes. The complexities of the challenge include the abrasive characteristics of the lunar simulant, the weight and size limitations of the lunabot, and the ability to control the lunabot from a remote control center. See http://www.nasa.gov/offices/education/centers/kennedy/technology/lunabotics.html  for more information about the contest.

GRANT FUNDING AMOUNTS
The maximum grant amount is $5,000 per Minority Serving Institution for either competition.  The total pool of funding available is expected to exceed $20,000 for both competitions combined.

USE OF FUNDS
Up to $1,000 of each grant may be used in the form of a stipend for a faculty member who is responsible for the project AND establishes at least a one credit course around this project.  Other uses of funds include: purchase of equipment and parts associated with building the rocket or lunabot; travel to and from the contest for both students and the faculty member; or costs associated with performing tests in advance of the contest.  Funds cannot be used to compensate students or other individuals in any way (outside of the faculty stipend).  Funds cannot be used to cover university overhead or operational costs.  

ELIGIBILITY 
Any Minority Serving Institution is eligible to apply for funds, except for those that have competed in a USLI competition during the last 5 years or the Lunabotics Mining Competition during the last 2 years.  An official list of MSIs can be found at the US Department of Education website. http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/edlite-minorityinst-list-tab.html .  The application must be submitted by a faculty member currently employed at an MSI. That faculty member must be registered in MICI (free registration at http://nasamiciconference.com).  

TIMELINE
Applications for this grant opportunity are due to MICI by June 30, 2011.  MICI will select recipients in July, 2011. Each recipient will receive 50% of their grant award by no later than September, 2011.  Selection for a grant does not guarantee entry from NASA into a contest.  NASA requires each University to submit a proposal/application for the Lunabotics or USLI in the early fall of 2011 (typically October).  Teams are notified shortly thereafter by NASA if they are accepted into the competition.  Once accepted by NASA, each MICI grant recipient receives the remaining 50% of their grant.  Teams usually use the fall and/or spring semester to build their rockets/lunabots and prepare to compete.  The actual competition for USLI will happen in April 2012 in Huntsville, AL.  The actual competition for Lunabotics will happen in May, 2012 in Titusville, FL.

DEADLINE FOR GRANT APPLICATIONS TO MICI
June 30, 2011.  Please email application to paul@nasamici.com 

SELECTION CRITERIA
MICI will evaluate applications based on the following criteria:

Implementation Plan 
MICI will review the overall detail supplied in terms of timeline, resources utilized, and overall approach to managing the project.

Expected Impact / Outcome
MICI would like to know about why you would like to lead this project and what you hope to accomplish.  How will this project impact your class, school, community, etc.

Past Performance of Faculty Member
MICI does not expect applicants to necessarily have experience in managing a project like this.  However, MICI would like to know about any experience you might have in organizing students or managing initiatives that would demonstrate your potential for success in leading this project.

REQUIREMENTS AFTER AWARD
Upon selection, all members of a student team must register and view MICI’s video presentations on the applicable competition (USLI or Lunabotics).  In addition, all teams must agree to participate in a live webcast after the competition.  Students and faculty will discuss their competition experience and results with MICI organizers and its audience.  

QUESTIONS
Please email any questions you may have concerning this opportunity to Paul Secor, MICI Coordinator, at paul@nasamici.com
APPLICATION

	Which Competition are you seeking funds for:
	___ NASA University Student Launch Initiative
___ NASA Lunabotics Mining Competition

	Name of Faculty Member:
	

	University:
	

	University City, State:
	

	Faculty Email
	

	Faculty Phone Number:
	

	Faculty Member’s 
MICI Username:
(All faculty members must register in MICI at http://nasamiciconference.com.  Users can set their own username and password.  We simply need your username)
	

	Courses Faculty Member currently teaches:
	


As the Faculty member leading this project you will need to organize and convene participating students on a regular basis over an extended period of time.  How do you intend to accomplish this?   Some examples might include: a senior design class, a special topics course, creating a volunteer team outside of class, partnering with another university, utilizing a local rocket club, etc.  Please describe your overall implementation plan in 500 words or less.
	


What do you ultimately hope to accomplish with this project? Examples:  You might seek to stimulate students within a specific major or field of study.  You might be seeking stronger linkages with NASA.  You might want to use this as an opportunity to showcase the University in a very tangible way.  Please articulate what your desired goals are in 500 words or less:

	


MICI does not expect applicants to necessarily have experience in managing a project like this.  However, MICI would like to know about any experience you might have in organizing students or managing initiatives that would demonstrate your potential for success in leading this project.  Examples may include special projects you have lead, senior design courses you have taught, extracurricular activities you have been involved with, inquiry based content you created for students, etc.  Please explain any relevant experience in 500 words or less.

	



PLEASE EMAIL THIS APPLICATION TO PAUL SECOR, MICI COORDINATOR,
BY NO LATER THAN June 30, 2011 TO
paul@nasamici.com
Is proud to sponsor�Grant Programs for Minority Serving Institutions to enter:�





University Student Launch Initiative





NASA Lunabotics �Mining Competition








